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Canyon del Oro HS Orchestra Has A New York State of Mind 

 

TUCSON, Ariz. - Members of the Canyon del Oro High School Orchestra performed at the famed Carnegie 

Hall in New York City today—an experience of a lifetime for these talented young musicians. 

Making the event even more special is that one of the clinicians they got to work with leading up to their 

performance was a fellow Dorado. Dr. Adam Boyles, currently a professor of orchestra at the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology (MIT), extended the invitation to the group last May. He graduated from CDO and 

also attended Cross Middle School and Mesa Verde Elementary (all Amphitheater schools). Under guidance 

from Boyles and Mr. Toru Tagawa, the CDO orchestra director, the students performed “The Barber of 

Seville, Overture” by Gioachino Rossini and Beethoven’s “Symphony No. 5,” fourth movement.  

While in the city, the students also got to attend the Broadway musical “Chicago,” experience a 

performance by Yo-Yo Ma with the New York Philharmonic, tour Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty, and 

soak up the breathtaking views of the Manhattan skyline from the Top of the Rock.  

Getting to New York was not an easy task—not only did they have to be selected for the prestigious honor 

(one of only six high schools in the nation to be invited), the group of 40 musicians had to raise a total of 

$75,000 to cover their expenses for the four day, three night trip.  

The students began fundraising in August and held various fundraisers throughout the year. Support poured 

in throughout the community and they received more than $21,000 in donations from the Town of Oro 

Valley, Oro Valley Chamber of Commerce, Catalina Community Chorus, TCI Foundation, TCI Wealth 

Advisors, Kramme Construction, among other organizations, faith-based communities, and generous 

individuals. The CDO Orchestra Boosters even started a GoFundMe page which generated more than $2,500 

in support from donors and they encouraged tax credit donations be made directly to the orchestra.  

Photos: https://www.facebook.com/CDOORCHESTRABOOSTERCLUB   
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